
    

 
 
Members Present: Dave Hermann (Chair), Walt Wegst (Vice-Chair), Kathy Bienenstein,  

Bob Gatliff, Robert Johnson, John McGrail, Vernell McNeal, Ted Oom, 
Jackson Ramsey, Ted Schweitzer (call-in), Herb Spiegel, Hal Sullivan 

Members Absent:   Bill Lindsey, Stacy Standley, Jim Weeks 

Liaisons Present:   Bob Gamble, Nye County; Genne Nelson, NPS; Tim Murphy, NDEP  

Technical Support Staff Present:    Dr. Helen Neill, CAB Technical Advisor, UNLV  

U.S. Dept. of Energy (DOE):  Kelly Snyder, DDFO  

     Linda Cohn, NNSA/NV 

Facilitator:    Denise Rupp, Navarro Research & Engineering, Inc.  

Public Present:    Dr. Colleen Beck (Desert Research Institute), Richard Arnold (Chairman,  
Pahrump Paiute Tribe), Phil Klevorick (Clark County), Christy, Madison 
and McKenna Zalesny (Las Vegas) 

 

Approval of Agenda 

Dave Hermann asked that an additional bullet be added to Item #7 – Executive Committee Update.  Kathy 
Bienenstein moved to approve the minutes with this addition.  Motion was seconded and passed unanimously. 
 
Public Comment 

No public comment. 
 
Presentation:  Cultural Resources at the NTS, Linda Cohn   

� National Nuclear Security Administration (NNSA) Nevada Site Office (NSO) American Indian Consultation 
Program 

� American Indian Program Drivers 
� American Indians at the Nevada Test Site 

� Ceremonial and residential sites 
� Rock shelters  
� Raw material sources 
� Rock features 
� Rock art and artifacts 

� Traditional Cultural Properties 
� Site Monitoring 
� Major Program Accomplishments 
� The Future of the NTS American Indian Consultation Program 
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In response to questions from the Board, Ms. Cohn addressed the following items: 
 

� There are more than 2,000 areas at the NSO that have been reviewed.  Those of American Indian and/or 
historic value total approximately 1,300.  However, not all sites have been surveyed. 

� Prior to any new work activities, all locations at the NTS require a cultural resource survey.  A report is 
prepared and contact is made with the State of Nevada. 

� Any artifact removal requires American Indian review. 
 
Committee Updates: 

Budget Committee, Jackson Ramsey, Chair 

A budget committee meeting was held February 25 with updates from each of the EM Federal Sub-Project 
Directors.  Recommendations were formulated to prioritize Underground Test Area (UGTA), Low-Level and Mixed 
Low-Level Waste, Industrial Sites and Soils sub-projects.  After reading of the CAB’s recommendation letter to the 
DOE, Hal Sullivan moved the letter be approved.  Motion was seconded by Jackson Ramsey and approved 
unanimously. 

 
Environmental Management Public Information Review Effort (EMPIRE) Committee, Walt Wegst, Chair 

The committee completed their review of the Environmental Management (EM) web site at their March 10 meeting.  
A recommendation letter will be presented to the Full Board at the May 6, 2009 meeting.  This will complete the 
EMPIRE Committee’s work and it will be removed from active status and formally merge with the Outreach 
Committee upon approval of the recommendation letter. 
 
Outreach Committee, Hal Sullivan, Chair 

The Committee is working on experiments/models and possible lesson plans for use in conjunction with Operation Clean 
Desert.  The next meeting will address selection of experiment/model and discussion of possible CAB and/or EM internet 
interface for questions and answers.  Mr. Sullivan also expressed appreciation for the Public Involvement inclusion in the 
EM Monthly Report to the CAB. 
 
Transportation/Waste Committee, Ted Oom, Chair 

The April 15, 2009 Committee Meeting will be cancelled.  A meeting will be scheduled after the Transportation Study 
Update to be given by Dr. Ruth Weiner at the May 6, 2009 Full Board Meeting in Pahrump. 
 
Underground Test Area (UGTA) Committee, Bob Gatliff, Chair 

� CAB Well 
o The UGTA Committee will receive a briefing from a member of the drilling team regarding the drilling 

log/process for the CAB well project to begin in May   
o Bill Wilborn, Sub-Project Director, has been asked to include more drilling information in the EM’s Monthly 

Report to the CAB to more easily follow the project’s progress 
o A tour of the well site is being organized for some time in May or June, all CAB members will be advised 

once it is scheduled 
o A USGS-type map has been requested of the Pahute Mesa area to include the CAB-recommended wells, 

actual program wells and monitoring wells  
o The UGTA Committee’s goal for the remainder of the FY will be to monitor the progress of the CAB well 
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� Groundwater Open House 
o The Groundwater Open House in Beatty on February 18 was well received; some citizens expressed a 

preference for a more formal presentation 
o Jim Weeks and Genne Nelson manned the CAB poster and spoke to a number of the 40 members of the 

public in attendance 
o Also in attendance were representatives of the Pahrump Valley Times and Pahrump Mirror as well as a 

number of representatives from Nye County 
 
DOE Update, Kelly Snyder  

� Ms. Snyder encouraged CAB members to read the February and March 2009 EM Monthly Updates and advise 
if there were any questions. 

� The President signed legislation today (March 13) and EM will be funded for FY 2009. 
� A letter was sent from the DOE to the CAB regarding funding under the American Recovery and Reinvestment 

Act of 2009.  The referenced $6 billion dollars is for EM across the country.  DOE is in the process of finalizing 
where the money will be distributed.  Nevada proposed work scope for the funds includes characterizing 
contaminated soil and close seven historic above ground nuclear testing locations, installing two 
groundwater wells to improve characterization data, and demolishing three major facilities and two ancillary 
structures.  Information regarding the stimulus funds will be communicated to the CAB via email. 

� There have been problems receiving emails by Ms. Snyder and the NTSCAB email address.  Ms. Snyder is 
working with EM’s Information Services to resolve these issues.  Both Ms. Snyder and Denise Rupp make every 
attempt to respond to emails within two business days.  If no response is received within two days there is a 
strong possibility the email was not received.  The CAB was asked to call either Ms. Snyder or Ms. Rupp if they 
discover this problem.  

 
Other CAB Business 

� EM Site Specific Advisory Board (SSAB) Chairs Meeting is scheduled for March 17 – 19, 2009 in Augusta, 
Georgia, hosted by the Savannah River CAB.  Neither Mr. Hermann nor Bill Lindsey will be able to attend.  
Vernell McNeal volunteered to attend, schedule permitting. 

� Executive Committee Update 
o CAB member response to emails regarding meeting attendance and document approvals is quite low.  Mr. 

Hermann stressed the importance of a timely response 
o Work Plans outline each committee’s goals.  To monitor progress and assist with keeping committee’s 

focused on these goals; a copy of each committee’s Work Plan will be included with the committee meeting 
agenda 

o Committee recommendation letters will be emailed to all CAB members prior to the Full Board meeting.  In 
the event this is not possible, the letter will be read during the Full Board meeting Committee Update prior 
to voting on approval 

o The EM SSAB is in the process of revising their Standard Operating Procedures (SOP) and Ms. Rupp is 
reviewing the CAB’s SOP to identify any errors or discrepancies; upon completion of this process, the 
Executive Committee will review any changes and they will be presented to the Full Board for approval 

� The next Full Board meeting will take place at 6:00 p.m. Wednesday, May 6, 2009 at the Rudd Community 
Center in Pahrump, Nevada 
o Ted Oom will contact the Pahrump Valley Times and the Pahrump Mirror regarding publicizing the meeting 
o Bob Gamble will distribute information regarding the meeting to Nye County and town governments  
o Ms. Snyder will provide Mr. Oom and Mr. Gamble with press release information 
o A map will be included with the meeting reminder 
o Due to the logistics of out-of-town meetings, refreshments will not be available 

� The CAB office will be closed the week of March 16 due to staff attendance at the EM SSAB Chairs meeting 
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February and March State of Nevada Notifications, Kelly Snyder 
Ms. Snyder reviewed the February and March notifications (copies contained in agenda packet).  Ms. Snyder advised 
the CAB the Corrective Action Unit documents outlined in the notifications are in the purview of the CAB and comments 
are welcome.  Copies of the documents can be requested from Ms. Rupp.   
 
With all CAB business concluded, the meeting was adjourned by the Chair. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:00 p.m. 


