2012 Waste Generator Workshop

Chie
P -'“-:ir_,_-;:?

s |

X .

e o
~-NDEP.
0 o
ai'-:"’-’:' .r'nUﬂEI
Srital

Jeff MacDougall, Ph.D.
Bureau of Federal Facilities (BFF)



Basis for Oversight

NDEP’s Role in the LLW/MLLW
disposal process at NNSS
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There are many Nevadans who do not want
radioactive waste (or any waste) to be
disposed in the state...

...even though the current law allows for it.
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DOE waste activities at NNSS are under
increasing scrutiny by members of the public,
the Legislature and other State agencies.

NDEP management is frequently asked about
waste streams destined for NNSS.

BFF’s role is to provide accurate information
about these streams to these entities and to
verify that the waste meets all applicable
disposal criteria.

2012 Waste Generator Workshop



Regulatory Considerations

At DOE NV facilities, the NDEP BFF implements State
regulations applicable to:
— Storage, treatment, disposal of solid & hazardous waste
— Underground storage tanks
— Water pollution control
— Safe Drinking Water
— Corrective actions
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NNSS Mixed Waste Disposal

* Supports DOE Complex-wide cleanup
— Combination of LLRW and hazardous waste
— Managed differently from LLRW
— Falls directly under Federal/State regulation
— NV has statutory authorization to regulate these wastes

e Basis for NDEP oversight is clear-cut
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Non-Regulatory Oversight

e Agreement in Principle

— Negotiated June 1993

— DOE technical & financial support to NV
— EH&S oversight/monitoring

— Emergency management

— Joint LLRW Oversight Agreement
e Detailed NV LLRW disposal oversight
e Waste profile reviews, site & procedural audits

— DOE’s intent was to support “non-regulatory” oversight and
environmental monitoring, and to gain public confidence
through enhanced State oversight.
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How does NDEP participate here?

e We review and comment on profiles, and have input into their
acceptance or rejection.

e We participate in inspections/audits of generator programs
and sites.

e The NNSSWAC is incorporated by reference into existing RCRA
permits, and therefore we have input into its revision and
implementation.

e We review and have input into the resolution of Corrective
Action Requests (CAR).
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And speaking of CARs and CAPs...

e How you resolve and take action on a CAR can have a major
impact on your program. It’s not rocket science!
— Timeliness and completeness is very important
— Simple, permanent solutions are best

— Submission of several versions/iterations of a Corrective Action Plan
(CAP) can be problematic

— Program credibility and confidence is at stake, since we rely on the
generator to get it right at their site

e Bottom line... we need to have full confidence in your
program. Optics are crucial, especially with State stakeholders
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That said, how is it working?

e Active NDEP participation has lead to...
— Effective 2-way communication
— DOE exposure to State perspective, and vice-versa
— Higher comfort level with the overall process

e NDEP “cradle-to-grave” oversight has created...
— Improved process understanding for stakeholders
— Greater confidence of proper disposal
— Transparency that leads to trust
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How is it working?

e Stronger NNSS Waste Acceptance Program

— “Fresh set of eyes”
— Increased accountability
— Better understanding of respective roles & perspectives

 Enhanced program “discipline” has grown

* |n our experience over the years, we recognize that
the great majority of generators are doing a
commendable job
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At the end of the day...

 NDEP staff have an increased confidence that...
— Health and environment is being protected
— Trust between parties has been established
— Accountability has been increased

And most importantly...

— A team approach works better than an adversarial one
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Remember...

There are many Nevadans who do not want radioactive
waste (or any waste) to be disposed in the state...

...even though the current law allows for it.

Because of this, generator certification and NNSSWAC
compliance play a crucial role in the overall success of
NNSS Radioactive Waste Acceptance Program. Optics
are extremely important!
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IN SUMMARY....

Please continue to use care and
diligence to ensure complete
compliance when profiling,
characterizing, and packaging your
radioactive wastes for disposal at
NNSS.

THANK YOU!
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