
 

 
Nevada Site Specific Advisory Board 

   
 

Full Board Meeting 
 

Bob Ruud Community Center 
150 North Highway 160 Pahrump, NV  

5:00 p.m. – July 18, 2012  
 
 
Members Present: Kathleen Bienenstein (Chair), Matthew Clapp, Thomas Fisher, 

Arthur Goldsmith, Donna Hruska, Michael Moore, James Weeks 
 
Members Absent: Daniel Coss, Barry LiMarzi 
 
Liaisons Present: Joni Eastley (Nye County Commission), John Klenke (Nye 

County Nuclear Waste Repository Project Office), Phil Klevorick 
(Clark County), Tim Murphy (State of Nevada Division of 
Environmental Protection [NDEP]), Genne Nelson (U.S. 
National Park Service), Scott Wade (Department of Energy 
[DOE]) 

 
U.S. Dept. of Energy (DOE): Tiffany Lantow, Kelly Snyder (DDFO), Bill Wilborn  
 
Staff: Ashlee Gallegos and Barbara Ulmer (Navarro-Intera) 
 
Public Present: Jason Abel (Pahrump, NV), Christine Andres (NDEP), Gene 

and Dawn Hardina (Pahrump, NV), Janice Keiserman 
(Henderson, NV), John Pawlak (Pahrump, NV) 

 
Open Meeting/Agenda Review 
Kelly Snyder welcomed everyone and reviewed the draft agenda.   
 
Chair Opening Remarks 
Member Goldsmith moved to accept the agenda as presented.  The motion was seconded and 
passed unanimously.  Chair Bienenstein welcomed members and new liaison from the Nye 
County Commission, Joni Eastley.  Participants introduced themselves. 
 
Liaison Updates 
 
Clark County (Phil Klevorick)  
The Clark County Nuclear Waste Division will be closing its office by the end of the year.  Mr. 
Klevorick will keep the board apprised of the status of the liaison position with Clark County.  The 
U.S. Court of Appeals may issue its decision as early as Friday, in a lawsuit filed by Aiken County, 
et al, which includes Nye County, in regards to the Geologic Repository at Yucca Mountain.  



NSSAB Full Board Meeting Page 2 
07-18-12 

Emergency Management Office transferring to the Clark County Fire Department officially next 
week. 
 
Nye County Nuclear Waste Repository Project Office (John Klenke) 
Nye County had a good response to its posters at the DOE sponsored Waste Management Open 
House on June 19. 
 
Nye County Commission (Joni Eastley) 
Nothing to report 
 
West Career and Technical Academy  
On summer hiatus 
 
State of Nevada Division of Environmental Protection (Tim Murphy) 
NDEP continues to monitor special projects, such as, the U233 waste from Oak Ridge, and also 
the Underground Test Area (UGTA) drilling at Frenchman Flat.  State budgeting is in its 
preparation stages.   
 
U.S. National Park Service (Genne Nelson) 
Death Valley National Park (DVNP) is not actively interacting with the Nevada National Security 
Site (NNSS) at this time.  DVNP continues to monitor developments with the UGTA program, 
groundwater contamination, and changes in the transportation of waste to the NNSS.  
 
U.S. Department of Energy (Scott Wade) 

 U-233 Waste Disposition  
 Nevada Site Office (NSO) anticipates receiving the final waste profile in the next month.   
 A waste specific performance assessment will be completed to ensure all NNSS waste 

acceptance criteria are met. 
 Earliest shipments to NNSS are tentatively expected between January and April 2013  
 DOE will request that the new Federal Project Director, Bill McMillan, provide a status 

briefing to the NSSAB before the shipment campaign 
 Security and Vulnerability Assessments are being prepared by Idaho National 

Laboratory and should be in final document by the end of August 
 Secretary Chu has agreed to a revised approach for the NNSS to receive nuclear 

material and other wastes, beside the U233 CEUSP, which may be received in  
FY 2017-2018, these wastes would also have to undergo all safety and security checks 

 UGTA Drilling at Frenchman Flat 
o The drilling of two model evaluation wells in Frenchman Flat will begin next week 
o Two characterization wells are planned for drilling in Pahute Mesa before October 
o Tour of the four well drilling campaign may be available if there is interest 

 Site-Wide Environmental Impact Statement (SWEIS) Update 
o Currently in a review period with Headquarters (HQ), handling minor changes to the 

document 
o Final SWEIS document expected between October and December with the Record 

of Decision (ROD) to follow 
o DOE to reconvene the Transportation Working Group to continue dialogue in regard 

to NNSS transportation routes and final SWEIS and ROD 
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 Waste-Related Items 
o The NNSS is projected to receive approximately 800K ft3 of low-level waste 

(LLW)/mixed LLW which is below initial FY projections of 1.2 million ft3  
o As a result of Radioactive Waste Acceptance Program (RWAP) audit, a corrective 

action request was issued to UCOR.  RWAP suspended their waste shipments to 
the NNSS during which time the contractor made necessary corrections 

o DOE hosted a Waste Management Open House on June 19 in Pahrump with 60 
citizens and three media in attendance 

 High-profile tour of NNSS 
o U.S. Senator Dean Heller staffers toured the NNSS and received a briefing on 

environmental restoration activities related to the UGTA contaminated groundwater 
issues 

 Budget updates 
o The NSO is currently working toward completing identified FY 2012 funded work that 

would allow for less than 10 percent uncosted carryover 
o The managing and operating contractor of the NNSS furloughed waste operations 

staff the first week of July at a savings of $200,000 
o A FY 2013 Continuing Resolution is expected  

 NSO Environmental Management (EM) Federal Employee Reorganization 
o Effective July 1, 2012, the environmental restoration and waste management staff 

will be managed by Robert Boehlecke under EM Operations, and National Nuclear 
Security Administration compliance and EM program support staff will be managed 
by Cindy Lockwood under EM Operations Support 

 
Public Comment 
Chair Bienenstein read into the record an e-mail submitted to the NSSAB Office for public 
comment: 
 
Subject: PUBILIC COMMENT ON FEDERAL REGISTER FW: env mgt in nevda stinks - all public 
land given to mining, profiteers, grazing - wild horses that nation loves being killed 
 
THIS COMMISSION SEEMS TO BE MISLABELLING ITSELF. I SEE NO REAL LAND 
PROTECTION TAKING PLACE IN NEVADA AT ALL. ARE YOU ALL SLEEPING?   
1. FIRST OF ALL YOU NEED TO SEE TO CLEAN WATER FOR ALL ANIMAL BIRD LIFE IN 
NEVADA INSTEAD OF TAKING IT ALL AND ALLOWING IT ALL TO BE USED FOR  GREEDY 
MANKINDS USES. THE CREATURES HERE ON EARTH NEED WATER TO STAY ALIVE TOO. 
  
EVERY SINGLE INCH OF PUBLIC LAND SEEMS TO BE ALLOWED TO BE USED AT VERY 
VERY CHEAP ALMOST NON EXISTENT RATES BY MINERS OR GRAZERS, WHO RUIN THE 
LAND SO THAT IT IS NEVER USABLE AGAIN. NOBODY IS PROTECTING OR SAVING 
ANYTHING AT ALL. YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR KILLING THE WILD HORSES OF 
NEVADA, WHO CONTINAULLY GET NO LAND TO LIVE ON ANYMORE. WHY IS THAT? 
WHEN ALL THE PEOPLE OF AMERICAN HAVE WRITTEN IN BY THE MILLIONS TO SAVE 
THOSE HORSES, YOU URGLY PEOPLE ON THIS BOARD DONT LIFT A FINGER TO SAVE 
THEM. WHY ARE YOU NOT ACTINGFOR THE PEOPLE OF THIS COUNTRY?  WE ARE FED 
UP WITH FAT CAT BUREAUCRATS WHO SEEM TO BE DRAWN FROM PROFITEERS AND 
LOBBYISTS WHO ARE OUT TO DESTROY EVERY INCH OF PUBLIC LAND. ABSOLUTELY 
FED UP. THIS COMMENT IS FOR THE UBLIC RECORD. WE WANTREAL PRESERVATION 
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AND PROTECTION. THIS COMMENT IS FOR TH E  PUBLIC RECORD. 
JEANPUBLIC  
 
No other public comment was received. 
 
Low-Level Waste (LLW) Grant Assistance Briefing 
 (Scott Wade, DOE) 
 

 Initiated “Good Neighbor Policy” in 2000 to assist counties impacted by LLW shipments 
 Funding provided by DOE and based on waste generator fee of $0.50 per ft3 of waste 

disposed at the NNSS 
 Funding provided to six Nevada counties-Clark, Elko, Esmeralda, Lincoln, Nye, and White 

Pine, and is “needs based” 
 Funding administered to the counties by the State of Nevada Division of Emergency 

Management 
 Approved scope includes emergency-related expenditures, such as, travel, training, 

equipment, supplies/operating expenses, and construction that supports DOE LLW 
 Since 2000, LLW Grant Assistance has provided grant dollars of nearly $11 million 
 Examples of accomplishments 

o First responder training 
o Enhanced Communications  
o New response equipment 
o Construction of facilities 

 In response to NSSAB member questions, the following clarifications were provided: 
o The decision for funding allocation is based on each county’s annual priorities 

request and the Emergency Preparedness Working Group determines the specific 
allocations 

o Liaison Klevorick stated Clark County has relinquished this funding to smaller rural 
communities  
 

West Valley Draft Waste Incidental to Reprocessing Evaluation 
(Scott Wade, DOE) 
 
A press release submitted on June 28, 2012, regarding the West Valley Draft Waste Evaluation 
was included in the meeting packet.  The deadline for making comment is August 13, 2012.  A 
question was asked--when did DOE take ownership of the West Valley waste?  NSSAB Office to 
research and get back to the Full Board via e-mail. 
 
Member Goldsmith made a motion that the NSSAB not comment on this issue.  The motion was 
seconded and passed unanimously.  Individuals or their organizations may provide comments to 
DOE directly. 
 
 
UGTA – Frenchman Flat Response Plan (Work Plan Item #7) 
(Chair Bienenstein) 
 
A draft recommendation to DOE was included in the meeting packet.  The response states that 
the NSSAB will not be making a recommendation regarding the need for a formal response plan if 
contamination goes beyond the regulatory boundary related to Frenchman Flat. 
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Member Hruska made a motion to approve as written for DOE consideration.  The motion was 
seconded and passed unanimously. 
 
UGTA – Re-evaluate Options for Groundwater Contamination Containment/Removal  
(Work Plan #8) 
(Chair Bienenstein) 
 
A draft recommendation to DOE was included in the meeting packet.  The response states that 
the Board recommends the NSO continue its current groundwater strategy which incorporates 
intrinsic remediation and institutional controls.  If at a future date new technologies or additional 
data warrant the need for a new or different strategy, the Board recommends the DOE complete 
such a review with the necessary resources. 
 
Member Hruska made a motion to approve as written for DOE consideration.  The motion was 
seconded and passed unanimously. 
 
Industrial Sites Discussion/Recommendation – Long-term Monitoring Activities at Closed 
Industrial Sites (Work Plan #6) 
(Chair Bienenstein) 
 
A draft recommendation to DOE was included in the meeting packet.  Chair Bienenstein provided 
the following path forward alternatives:  1) edit letter real-time, 2) develop and vote on a new 
recommendation tonight, or 3) no recommendation. 
 
Member Clapp made a motion to approve as written for DOE consideration.  The motion was 
seconded and passed unanimously. 
 
Other NSSAB Business  
(Chair Bienenstein) 
 

 Vice Chair Vote 
Member Hruska accepted the vacated Vice Chair position for the remainder of FY 2012. 

 
 Chair and Vice-Chair Elections – September 2012 

 Members interested in the Chair or Vice Chair position for FY 2013 were asked to  
e-mail their interest to Ms. Snyder no later than July 31.  Board members may nominate 
other members and the NSSAB office will call and ask if nominated member is interested in 
position. 

 
 Fall EM SSAB Meeting – October 2-3  

Following a ballot process, Chair Bienenstein and Vice Chair Hruska were elected to attend 
the EM SSAB Meeting this fall in Washington, D.C. 
 
Members were asked to review a list provided in the member packet of potential Round 
Robin topics for:  1) Top Issues/Accomplishments/Activities and 2) Cross-Complex Issues. 
Approved topics for discussion will be utilized by Chair Bienenstein and Vice Chair Hruska 
during the EM SSAB Chairs’ meeting. 
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Possible Top Issues/Accomplishments/Activities discussed: 

o U233 Waste Disposition 
o LLW issues—importance of NNSS as a disposal site as it is one of only two sites 

that accepts DOE off-site waste, long-term waste strategies 
o Membership Recruitment 
o Budget issues as it relates to groundwater, and balancing the environmental 

restoration and waste management activities 
o UGTA drilling of two wells  

 
Possible Cross-Complex issues discussed: 

o Long-term monitoring at closed sites – keeping records in pristine condition 
o UGTA funding for drilling 
o Groundwater program at Frenchman Flat – leading edge approach 
o Propose a theme/focus for future EM SSAB meetings 
o A national EM SSAB Work Plan by HQ that would identify specific tasks that EM 

SSAB Chairs could make recommendation on. 
o Short time-frames to review and respond to different issues, i.e., Greater-Than-

Class-C (GTCC), SWEIS 
 
Agreed upon Top Issues/Accomplishments/Activities were: 

o Groundwater containment/remediation strategy 
o LLW Issues 

 
Agreed upon Cross-complex issues were: 

o Long-term monitoring at closed sites 
o Proposal of a national EM SSAB work plan 

 
The slides developed for the EM SSAB meeting will be provided to the Full Board for comment 
and input.   
 
 DOE will invite a presenter from the Office of Legacy Management, which manages former 

DOE sites that have been completed by EM. 
 

 EM SSAB Conference Call - June 3 
Similar to Mr. Wade’s update earlier in the meeting, the call consisted of a discussion of 
budget, and notification that GTCC EIS and SWEIS documents are planned for public 
release by end of the year. 
 

Next Meeting 
The next Full Board meeting is scheduled for 4 p.m., Wednesday, September 12, 2012, at the 
National Atomic Testing Museum, Las Vegas, Nevada.  Development of FY 2013 Work Plan and 
elections will be the main topics for this meeting 

 
Meeting Assessment  
(Kelly Snyder, DDFO) 

 Chair Bienenstein to send a letter to DOE recommending they contact Nye County and ask 
Joni Eastley remain the Nye County Commission liaison 

 Liked meeting in Pahrump, great meeting room 
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 There is a need for formal protocol to make decisions 
 Would like to see more public comment 
 Autonomy issues with membership recruitment process  

 
Groundwater Open House  
Chair Bienenstein will staff the NSSAB booth at the 4th Annual Groundwater Open House from  
5-8 p.m. on September 18 at the Amargosa Community Center, Amargosa Valley, Nevada.  Other 
Members were encouraged to assist in this event and to post event flyers in their communities. 
 
Member Fisher moved the meeting be adjourned.  The motion was seconded and passed 
unanimously.   
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:47 p.m. 


